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EGGPLANT

TYPES AND VARIETIES : Many varie-
ties of the plant are grown in its
native habitat but in the United
States it is restricted to the species.
Colocasia indica is used for the same
purpose, but does not yield as much.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
It is a tropical plant but may be
grown in areas where tbe soil does
not freeze or where the roots may
be protected with a mulch to prevent
them from being killed. The roots
can, of course, be lifted in late fall
and planted the following spring.
The soil must be a good loam that
has an abundance of moisture but at
the same time is well drained and
supplied with an abundance of mag-
nesium limestone and organic mat-
ter. The lighter, drier soils must be
mulched to make the plants grow
satisfactorily.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The plants
are usually grown from the tubers,
which may be planted whole, or from
cuttings. If they are to be grown for
the sprouts, the tubers should be
planted whole as soon as the ground
warms and all danger of cold nights
is past. To obtain the sprouts by
forcing, the tubers are planted as
closely as possible in sand or saw-
dust and kept well watered. It is pos-
sible to grow a number of roots dur-
ing the summer and use them for
forcing in small quantities during
the winter in a warm basement, but
the tubers may be lost. If they are
forced in Jie open, the tubers may
be left in place, where they will pro-
duce plants which will gradually pro-
duce another crop of tubers. The
plants may be grown from seed by
planting in the early fall and trans-
planting the seedlings the following

spring, as Gannas are propagated
from the seed. Plants grown from
seed will produce a fair yield of tu-
bers the first year, but not so many
as plants grown from tubers. The
seedlings or the tubers should be
planted 2 feet apart, in rows at least
4 feet apart3 and should be set in the
ground and covered with a trans-
planting solution before they are cov-
ered with soil. If tubers are used, they
should be planted in a furrow 3
inches deep.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Tubers
should be carefully examined for
borers and decays before being set
in the soil. Any infested tubers
should be discarded. Foliage pests
are not serious. Any eating worms
can be controlled with rotenone dust
Good soil treatment will go a long
way in preventing development of
diseases.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS : The
tubers should have the rind removed
completely before they are eaten, in
order to avoid its bitter flavor. The
sprouts should be chilled as soon as
they are cut from the plants.

Dudaim Melon

See Melons

Earth Almond

See Ghufa; Peanut

Earth Nut

See Peanut

Eggplant

DESCRIPTION: Eggplant (Solatium
melongena, var. esculentum] is an
annual of a perennial bushy plant
which produces very large plum-